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Dear Clara Barton Families,
Please excuse the lengthy update, however there are multiple items that require your attention as we approach the end of the year!
LEARNING MODEL DEADLINE
May 5 will be the last day that we will accept any change request for learning model.  We are already in a wait-list for most grades, and continued shifting has a negative impact on classes that are already well underway.
SCHOOL BUS SEAT ASSIGNMENTS
Bus Drivers will begin assigning seats to elementary students. Each student will be given a number by the bus driver at school on the afternoon route. This number will correspond with an assigned seat on the bus. Families will receive an email when this occurs, as buses may be delayed slightly that day. Having assigned seats will help us with determining close contacts, should a COVID-19 case arise. 
END OF YEAR DATES
I will be sending out the schedule for June activities soon.  August and September dates will be announced in June after the new calendar is finalized.
2021-2022 SCHOOL MODEL
The most frequent question I receive is: “what will next year look like?”  The short and true answer is that I don’t know.  I am planning on a normal school year next year and creating schedules and classes like I would any normal year.  This year has taught me that you can’t always plan ahead, so when I know differently I will be sure to communicate that.  
2021-2022 PARENT INPUT FORMS
Our staff makes a tremendous effort to place our students in the best possible learning environment for the following year.  This comes with input from teachers, specialists, counselors and administrators.  Our goal is to match students to a teaching style that works for them, with positive peers and in a group that is balanced by gender/academic/behavior needs.  Parents have an opportunity to provide their feedback to the process through returning the attached form here Parent Input Form for 2021-2022.docx .  Please be sure to note that any specific teacher requests will be discarded and will not be reviewed by the team.  Forms are due on May 21.
2021-2022 REGISTRATION
Our school is currently 100 students under-enrolled for next year.  This has a big impact on our certificated and classified staffing allocations, and I do not believe it accurately reflects our actual student population in the fall.  It is extremely important that any student that is even considering attending CBE next year is enrolled immediately.  Have a friend that moved to private school this year?  Give them a call.  See someone new to your neighborhood this spring?  Send them our way.  Know a student entering Kindy that isn’t sure about public school?  Let’s sign them up anyway.  People can always change their minds.  The next month will be crucial, and your help is greatly appreciated.
RAINY WEATHER
Today is our first rainy day since returning in-person, and we will be experimenting with alternate plans for lunch etc.  I noticed this morning that MANY students came to school without any sort of a coat.  Please remember that students will go out to recess in the rain unless there is lightning, and we do not have a large amount of extra clothes.  It is important that your child come to school with a coat during rainy days.
SCHOOL SAFETY
Now that the weather is clearing up, more students are riding their bikes and scooters to school.  We love this!  I would ask that parents please remind students about the safety rules of riding to school:  Only use crosswalk areas to cross streets/parking lots, and to walk their vehicle once on campus all the way to the racks.  We had several close calls with moving cars this week and we all want to avoid that sort of tragedy.
PURPOSE FULL PEOPLE
The focus for the month of May is ‘Perseverance’. This is a great theme to focus on during our final academic push in May.  You can check out the parent resources for K-2 here k2_perseverance_family_letters.pdf  and 3-5  here 35_perseverance_family_letter.pdf .
Thank you all for your partnership and efforts during this bizarre year.  I look forward to the times ahead that feel more normal 

